* THE  HIGHEST AND  SUPREME  COURT '

N. And furthermore, they be first mentioned therein which
be thought most like to aspire unto that dignity. Herein be
many things well to be regarded. First, the number of the
cardinals that are like to be present, which, as is thought here,
shall not exceed 39. Secondly, that to have election to the
King's purpose, shall be requisite to have two parts of the three
of the said number, which two parts must be 26. Then is it to
be noted that they which be thought to be friends to the King's
Highness and the French King be in number 20. So that if
they may be made sure to the King's devotion there shall lack
but six of the number which shall suffice to make the election,
which number the King's said ambassadors shall move, win and
attain, either of them that be thought to be indifferent, or some
other.

In the conducing thereof, two ways be to'be specially to be
remembered. One is, if the cardinals present, having God and
the Holy Ghost before them, shall be minded, as to their duty
appertained!, to have respect unto the present calamity of the
Church and all Christendom, intending the relief, succour, and
restoration of the same, and to preserve themselves and the dignity
of the See Apostolic; then, looking profoundly upon the state of
the things they cannot fail facilly of themselves to find and per-
ceive that to conduce their purpose there is only the said Lord
Legate of York. And in this case it is verily to be thought that
the very reason's self and their own conscience shall lead them
like virtuous fathers to have their principal respect hereunto, and
all particular affections set apart, to accord and agree without
difficulty to that which so manifestly is known to be the thing
above all other expedient. Nevertheless because percase human
fragility suffereth not all things to be pondered, trutynate1 and
weighed in just balance, but that as we be men, errors may run
unless their remedy be provided, it appertaineth in matter of so
high importance to the comfort and weal of all Christendom to
succour the infirmity that may chance, not for corruption or to
any perverse, unlefull or evil intents, but rather to help to the
lack and defaults which by such fragility might else take place:
and therefore expedient shall it be that the King's said orators to
1 Estimated, considered.